
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town Offices 2 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 
 5 
 6 

Members Present:  Brian Carpenter (via phone), Susan Shashok, Victor Nuovo, Donna Donahue, Laura 7 

Asermily and Heather Seeley.  Nick Artim was absent. 8 
 9 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Town Clerk Ann Webster, Director of Public  10 

Works Planning Dan Werner and Director of Business Development & Innovation, Jamie Gaucher.  11 

Also present were several members of the community.  The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim 12 

Corbett and Dick Thodal. 13 

 14 

There was a brief Board of Civil Authority meeting prior to the start of the Regular Selectboard meeting, 15 

to ratify the locations for Town Meeting and voting. 16 
  17 

1.  Call to Order 18 
 19 

Acting Chair Susan Shashok called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.    20 

 21 

2. Approval of Agenda 22 

 23 
Shashok said that she had one change for Item #14 on the agenda.  The update from John Freidin on the 24 

Ilsley Library Building Committee had been postponed, so she wanted to add instead a Selectboard 25 

membership update.   The agenda was approved as amended upon motion by Seeley, seconded by 26 

Nuovo.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 27 

 28 

3. Approval of Minutes of January 23, 2017 Regular Selectboard Meeting 29 

 30 
The minutes of January 23, 2017 were approved as presented upon motion by Nuovo, seconded by 31 

Donahue.  The motion passed with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 32 

 33 

5.  Citizen Comments 34 

 35 
There were no comments. 36 

 37 

6.  Designate Short Term Parking in Municipal Lot for Australia Ballot Voting Day 3/7/17. 38 

 39 
Town Clerk Ann Webster joined the Board and requested they designate 10 spaces directly behind the 40 

Town Offices in the Municipal Parking Lot for voting on Tuesday, March 7th. 41 

 42 

Asermily moved to temporarily reserve the five 30-minute parking spaces and the five spaces directly 43 

behind them in the parking lot behind the Town Offices for Town Meeting Australian Ballot voting on 44 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Donahue seconded the motion.  The motion 45 

carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 46 

 47 
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7.  Middlebury College Request for Blanket Approval to Serve Alcohol at Catered Events on 48 

Campus 49 
 50 

Webster said that there is a correction in the letter that accompanied the request.  The original letter had 51 

indicated this was for the Bread Loaf Campus, but it is for the Middlebury Campus. 52 

 53 

Donahue moved to approve the College’s request for “blanket approval” to serve liquor at catered events 54 

at the Middlebury campus from May 1, 2017 to April 30, 2018.  Seconded by Seeley.  The motion 55 

carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 56 

 57 

8.  Update on MCTV Staffing 58 
 59 

MCTV Board Chair Len Rowell and new Executive Director Kurt Broderson joined the Board to give 60 

an update on staffing.    61 

 62 

Rowell gave a brief introduction and said what an honor it was for him to be part of the MCTV Board.  63 

He said when MCTV began in 1985, they had a simple statement of purpose to contribute to creating an 64 

informed and engaged citizenship.  He said MCTV had one of the highest rates in the region of shows 65 

produced by citizens and how the unique collaboration between MCTV and Ilsley Library had been 66 

successful.   He spoke on how a committee had been formed to choose a successor to retiring Executive 67 

Director Dick Thodal, and how Kurt Broderson, an employee since 2012, had been chosen as Thodal’s 68 

successor. 69 

 70 

Broderson said he is grateful that Thodal will be working with MCTV until the end of June to help ease 71 

Broderson into the Director’s position.   Broderson said that Jim Corbett, the new Production 72 

Coordinator, will be overseeing meeting coverage, but Broderson will share these duties as well.  He 73 

said although he is taking over the Administrative duties, he will continue his work with the library and 74 

the schools. 75 

 76 

Broderson said the MCTV Annual Meeting will be at 4:30 p.m on March 4th in the Community Meeting 77 

Room at the library, and the theme will be Collaboration, Communication and Community.  He said this 78 

fits in well with the Library’s work to broaden its sense of community as well.    79 

 80 

Broderson said Thodal had been a good mentor and MCTV was on a good solid foundation and he looks 81 

forward to going interesting places.   Rowell said there would be plenty of opportunity before Thodal 82 

retired to thank him and wish him well. 83 

 84 

Shashok congratulated Broderson on his new position and thanked Thodal, adding she was grateful he 85 

was staying on through June.   The Board and audience gave Thodal a round of applause. 86 

 87 

 88 

9.  Request for Approval of Emerald Ash Borer Preparedness Plan 89 
 90 

Judy Wiger-Grohs, Leslie Kameny and Sally Thodal were present to share the plan.  Wiger-Grohs gave 91 

a slide presentation stating that there are an estimated 160 million Ash trees in Vermont and all are 92 

susceptible to the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  She spoke on the benefit of these trees for stormwater 93 
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runoff mitigation, storing carbon and conserving energy.  She showed a map indicating the areas of the 94 

country where there is already an EAB infestation and their close proximity to Vermont.  Detection is 95 

difficult at first, she said, but becomes more evident with time.  The impacts to an area are aesthetics, 96 

danger from weakened, diseased trees, the costs involved and impacts on the local ecology. 97 

 98 

Wiger-Grohs said the Middlebury Tree Committee had worked with the Vermont Urban and 99 

Community Forest Program to conduct an inventory of trees in Middlebury, which is not quite complete 100 

yet.  Most all of the ones already in poor condition have been taken down.  She said the options are 101 

removal of trees and replacing them with shade trees, or treating with insecticides, although these 102 

options may change in the future.   She reviewed the plan proposed to manage EAB, which involves 103 

removal of trees and some treatment with insecticide.  She said it is cheaper to deal with the removal of 104 

healthy trees rather than waiting until they are diseased, so they have come up with a schedule for 105 

removal, and to replace each tree removed with two trees, with an increase in species diversity.   The 106 

cost summary was produced using the Purdue University EAB cost calculator, so the amounts shown are 107 

the best estimates at this time. 108 

 109 
Shashok added that the Infrastructure Committee had placed $5,000 in the Capital Improvement Budget 110 

towards this plan.    111 

 112 

Seeley asked if there was any data available on the effectiveness of treating the trees and will this save 113 

the trees.  Middlebury Tree Warden Chris Zeoli said that there is an organic product that works well, but 114 

not as well as the non-organic treatment.  He said these are injections and are done on a semi-annual 115 

basis and they need to be done by a certified applicator.  He said these all need to be applied before the 116 

EAB is in the tree.  Zeoli said the rule of thumb is treatment should begin when the EAB is detected 30 117 

miles away, and a ballpark estimate is $10/diameter of the tree.    Seeley said that perhaps it would be 118 

worthwhile to treat some of the bigger, healthier trees. 119 

 120 

There was further discussion over removal of trees or treating trees.  Zeoli mentioned the need to keep 121 

some Ash trees to reseed at the end of the infestation, which would mean treating some of them instead 122 

of removing them, although he said Ash trees are not a hardy tree, so it would be difficult to determine 123 

which ones to treat.  Middlebury College has treated some of the ash trees on campus, but not many.   124 

Also discussed was the potential use of trees that are removed as firewood or chips, and the fact that if 125 

they are diseased they can only go to a designated area where they are chipped into minute pieces and 126 

disposed of.   127 

 128 

Seeley moved to accept the Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation to approve the Emerald Ash 129 

Borer preparedness plan, as presented, and to fund the first year of the program at a not-to-exceed cost 130 

of $5,000.  Asermily seconded the motion. 131 

 132 

Seeley said the one condition she had was that this group stay in touch with the Infrastructure 133 

Committee with reports, and Asermily confirmed that this first year amount of $5,000 was to remove 134 

and replace trees that were already in poor condition. 135 

 136 

The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 137 

 138 



Selectboard Minutes 2-14-17 Page 4 
 

10.  Report on Infrastructure Committee Meeting of February 9th and Recommendation for 139 

Award of Contract for South St/Chipman Park Engineering. 140 

 141 
Dan Werner joined the Board and said he is requesting approval of a contract for engineering services to 142 

Green Mountain Engineering.  This is for replacement of the water main and some sanitary and 143 

stormwater sewers in the south end of Chipman Park and South Street intersection.  The contract is for 144 

$50,600 and the construction schedule is to begin in the middle or end of July and be done in September.  145 

Seeley said the Infrastructure Committee had a good discussion about the project and recommends 146 

approval. 147 

 148 

Seeley moved to accept the Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation to approve the Engineering 149 

Services Agreement with Green Mountain Engineering for the South Street/Chipman Park project, for a 150 

total estimated cost of $50,600, and authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the agreement.  151 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 152 

 153 

Werner updated the Board on the Facilities Assessment Study he was preparing with Judith Harris of 154 

Harris & Harris.  He will be developing narratives for each building and they are starting with the two 155 

oldest buildings, the library and the Public Works facility.  An Excel spreadsheet will be developed with 156 

costs and they will be broken down into what is regular maintenance and what will involve capital costs.   157 

Asermily asked when it would be complete, and Werner thought they might have it done by this 158 

summer. 159 

 160 

11.  Discussion of Committee to Review and Recommend Refinements to the Town’s Economic 161 

Strategy Going Forward 162 

 163 
Brian Carpenter said the first review had indicated that the goals of the initiative had not been met.  He 164 

said the second review should focus on how to change efforts to become more productive and establish a 165 

new economic development initiative with a new set of expectations, along with a review and over-166 

watch of those efforts.  Carpenter is recommending Heather Seeley chair this new committee.  He feels 167 

she will be looking at this with a fresh mind and insight as a local business owner. 168 

 169 

Shashok asked how to choose the committee.  Seeley said she’d spoken with Town Manager Ramsay 170 

and they felt 7 to 9 members on the committee would be enough and any more it would be difficult to 171 

schedule meeting times.   There was discussion on the size the committee should be, and Donahue 172 

suggested that since there were so many excellent names to choose from, that perhaps you could have 173 

adjunct members who might not be at every meeting, but could be brought in for certain topics. 174 

 175 

Seeley said the 9 people she had selected were, herself and Nick Artim, Matt Curran, Bill Townsend, 176 

Courtney DeBisschop, Nancy Dunn, Dan Brown, Rodney Mills and Robin Scheu.  She said Cy Tall had 177 

been highly recommended, but she was away and Seeley had not spoken with her, nor had she spoken 178 

with either Barb or Mike Rainville.    179 

 180 

Other names that were discussed as possible ex-officio/adjunct members were Nancy Malcolm and 181 

Becky Dayton.  Donahue felt it was important to have someone like Malcolm or Jen Murray on the 182 

committee who has knowledge of the Town Plan and how that impacts the greater picture for the town.  183 

Seeley said it’s hard to narrow down who to have on the committee when there are so any that have 184 
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something unique to offer.   Donahue felt Dayton should be included, as did Nuovo, who also suggested 185 

Bruce Eichenger, but agreed Malcolm’s Planning Commission background would be an addition to the 186 

committee.    Asermily said she was looking at the possible members to see if there was a voice for 187 

“economic health” and she feels Robin Scheu would cover that. 188 

 189 

Carpenter said he would like to give Seeley as much flexibility as possible in forming the committee.  190 

Seeley said she wanted everyone’s support and suggestions, but she wants to see some different people 191 

on there that aren’t normally on committees and to give them an opportunity to participate.  She said if 192 

she added Becky Dayton and Bruce Eichenger, that would make 11 members, with Nancy Malcolm as 193 

the ex officio/adjunct.  194 

 195 

Donahue moved to have Heather invite the names mentioned tonight to a meeting, and at that meeting 196 

appoint those that are capable of taking part on the Economic Development Committee. Asermily 197 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 198 

 199 

Seeley suggested the name of the committee be the Economic Health Task Force, and the Board agreed 200 

with that. 201 

 202 

Ross Conrad requested that the Board include as part of this committee’s charge a request to look into 203 

what the town can do to promote employee- and community-owned businesses in town. 204 

 205 

12.  Consider Draft Revolving Loan Fund Process and Decision-Making Structure 206 
 207 

Jamie Gaucher joined the Board.  He said that at the request of the Town Manager, he had put together a 208 

process for how the Revolving Loan Fund would work if the Town decided to move forward with it.  He 209 

said he had broken down the process into steps, with the Executive Director of the MBDF being the 210 

point person.  Step 1 would be the Executive Director review the project and confirm the availability of 211 

funds in conjunction with the Town Manager and Treasurer; Step 2 would be to bring the project to a 212 

committee that would review the project to see if it makes sense for the community and our picture of 213 

economic development for the town; Step 3 would be review by another committee for the financial 214 

aspect of the project; and Step 4 would to bring the project before the Selectboard for them to review all 215 

reports and recommendations and determine the terms and funding availability. 216 

 217 

Asermily thought this was a good blue print, but wondered about how the decision would be made in the 218 

first step.  Gaucher said criteria would be established, but the first decision would be whether the funds 219 

were even available. 220 

 221 

Nuovo said since these are public funds, he would like to see consideration for jobs for the moderate 222 

income population be more explicit in the review criteria.  Gaucher said that these are Federal funds 223 

apportioned to the State and then the Town, so there are certain Federal guidelines to follow and any 224 

jobs would have to be offered to low and moderate incomes.  Nuovo and Seeley clarified that they felt 225 

the funds should go towards businesses that would be creating jobs.  Donahue liked that there were 226 

checks and balances in the process. 227 

 228 

Gaucher said one thing he had not included in the process that they might want to add, is an appeal 229 

process should the application be rejected.   Gaucher said he’d be happy to make some initial selections 230 
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of the criteria for the Board to review.  Donahue thought once the procedures and criteria were in place 231 

for this process, it would put the Board on strong ground making these types of decisions.    Nuovo felt 232 

the process needed a preamble. 233 

 234 

15.  David White, White & Burke Real Estate Investment Advisors, Consortium to Advocate for 235 

Expanding Eligibility for Tax Increment Financing Districts as a Downtown Revitalization Tool 236 

(Item taken out of order) 237 
 238 

David White joined the Board.  He said that Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is an amazing economic 239 

development tool.  It is different from a Special Assessment District that establishes a geographic 240 

boundary and has a fee for improvements to this district.  A TIF has no special fee.  White gave a brief 241 

summary of his background, which included the non-profit section as well as a developer in the private 242 

sector, and he and his company have helped establish 4 of the 9 TIFs in Vermont – Hartford/White 243 

River Junction, Barre, downtown Burlington and St. Albans. 244 

 245 

He said that the Vermont Legislature put a cap on any more TIF districts.  His company has had several 246 

communities approach them to see about having this cap removed so they can form TIF districts.  They 247 

have formed a consortium, consisting of Bennington, Rutland, Springfield, Montpelier, St. Johnsbury, 248 

Newport and Brattleboro, and he is hoping that Middlebury will join as well. 249 

 250 

White explained that a TIF District is a defined area where properties are identified where there is 251 

potential for development, but infrastructure is needed.   The Grand List values within this district are 252 

fixed at this time.  The Town borrows money to install the infrastructure and then the area is developed 253 

and then 75% of the “new” taxes from the development go towards the debt service.  So the area is 254 

developed using taxes that would not otherwise have existed.  The remaining 25% of the new tax goes 255 

into the regular tax account.   After the debt service is paid off, usually 25 years, then all the new taxes 256 

go into the regular tax account. 257 

 258 

Seeley asked why the State capped these TIF districts.  White said that there are some legislators who 259 

believe that the projects would have otherwise occurred anyways, and if they had then you are stealing 260 

money from the education fund, but he is confident that in most instances these projects would not have 261 

happened without TIF.    Nuovo asked how fixed is the cap, and White said these 9 districts are 262 

specifically listed in Statute, so their goal is to remove the cap and to not have a limit.  He said it won’t 263 

be easy as there is still resistance, but they feel the time is right and with the approval of ACT 157 last 264 

year they now have the support of the housing agencies. 265 

 266 

Shashok said she had spoken with Representatives Sheldon and Scheu and they had said the cap had to 267 

do with the education fund and that the loss of those funds become a burden on the rest of us, and while 268 

she likes the idea, that is a real issue. She also had an issue with paying someone else to lobby the 269 

legislature when we have a good relationship with our representatives. 270 

 271 

Donahue asked how those 9 communities with TIF districts were chosen.  White said that a few of them 272 

predate Act 60 and education tax reform, but afterwards they were limited to a certain number of towns 273 

on a first-come basis.   Donahue said she thought it was an interesting concept for economic 274 

development, and certainly had been successful for St. Albans.  She felt more information was needed, 275 

but felt this would be a real business incentive, which we’d never done.  White wanted to be clear that 276 
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TIF money is only used for the public infrastructure needed for development or Brownfield 277 

remediation– none of it is used in the private development itself. 278 

 279 

Nuovo stated that White was asking the Town to hire him as our lobbiest, and Nuovo isn’t sure if the 280 

TIF cap is worthy of being removed or if White is who we would want to do it.   He felt he would need 281 

more information before he could vote on it, and Shashok also agreed she needed more information and 282 

needed to think about it some more.  White said he totally understood their hesitation, but the 283 

consortium will be moving ahead anyway.  He cautioned the Board that legislators misunderstand TIFs, 284 

believing that they hurt the Education Fund, but he’d like them to probe deeper into that, because it isn’t 285 

true.  White also said that the Senate had been talking about only removing the cap for communities that 286 

have specifically requested it and not for all communities.  He also feels that there is a good base of 287 

support in the House, since every community in the consortium is from a different county, but Addison 288 

County is not represented, so by participating, Middlebury could get the support of their representatives. 289 

 290 

White agreed with Seeley that even if there is a TIF established, that doesn’t mean development 291 

automatically happens, there is still work to be done.  Donahue suggested having a 3rd party verification 292 

on this issue, someone without anything to gain from it. 293 

 294 

16.  Authorize Signature of Lease with Addison County Teens (ACT) 295 

(Item taken out of order) 296 

 297 
ACT Director, Colby Benjamin, joined the Board.  Town Manager Ramsay said this is a lease between 298 

the Town of Middlebury and Addison County Teens.  It has been reviewed by Town Counsel, the ID #4 299 

Board and the Recreation Committee.  The lease was drafted by the ACT attorney and is a 25 year lease, 300 

ending June 30, 2041, and there will be no monetary lease payments.  The Town is to provide insurance 301 

to cover all activities on the property and ACT has the right to make improvements at their expense to 302 

the property with Town approval, with provisions for the Town repaying a pro-rated portion of any 303 

expense in excess of $10,000 should the lease end early, unless there is breach of contract. 304 

 305 

Donahue moved to Authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign a 25-year lease agreement 306 

between the Town and Addison County Teens (ACT) for ACT’s use of the Warming Hut at Rec Park.  307 

The motion was seconded by Nuovo.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION 308 

PASSED. 309 

 310 

14. Selectboard Membership Update 311 

(Item taken out of order) 312 
 313 

Shashok announced that Board member Donna Donahue had tendered her resignation from the Board 314 

effective March 8th.    Shashok said she was sad to be the one to accept the resignation, but was grateful 315 

to be able to state the following for the record.  Shashok said “Donna’s hard work, strong voice, 316 

dedication and passion will be sorely missed.  Her attention to detail and her policy “super powers” have 317 

benefited our town greatly and I have certainly relied on them many times.  Thank you for your service 318 

Donna.”  Shashok said there would be more to come, but she wanted to make note of this now.    319 

 320 

Donahue said she had mixed emotions about the decision, but it had been a privilege to serve on the 321 

Board. 322 
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 323 

Shashok said the notice of the vacancy would be posted on February 20th and names of interested 324 

persons would be placed for nomination at the March 14th Board meeting with an appointment made at 325 

the March 28th meeting.  The appointment would be until the Town Meeting in March 2018. 326 

 327 

Carpenter added that Donahue has been a tremendous asset to the Board, but would say more at the 328 

meeting on February 27th. 329 

 330 

13.  Authorize Signature of Grant Agreement with State of Vermont for East Middlebury River 331 

Flood Resiliency Project and Discussion of Project Timeline and Next Steps. 332 

(Item taken out of order) 333 
 334 

Ramsay said this is for Phase I of the Grant agreement which covers the Final Design and Archeological 335 

Review.  Shashok said there would be an information meeting, perhaps in East Middlebury, sometime in 336 

the future. 337 

 338 

Seeley moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the grant agreement with the State 339 

for Phase I of the Middlebury River Flood Resiliency Project, for a total value of $80,599, including a 340 

$20,150 match from the Town, making the State’s share $60,449.  The motion was seconded by 341 

Asermily.   The motion passed with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 342 

 343 
Seeley moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the grant agreement with the State 344 

for $1,209 to help with administrative costs for administering the grant program.  Nuovo seconded the 345 

motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 346 

 347 

17.  Prepare for Town Meeting – Discuss Presentation and Survey 348 
 349 

Ramsay said that she had prepared a draft agenda, and they would build on last year’s presentation with 350 

more detail regarding the tax rate impact and major drivers.  The Board discussed the various 351 

presentations and assignments.  Kathleen will attempt to draft presentation for each member to start with 352 

and then make additions and changes from there. 353 

 354 

Carpenter said that the format had been working well in the past, so he was good with it.  He also felt 355 

there would be time left over to update the voters on the Middlebury Business Development Fund. 356 

 357 

Asermily said they had condensed the Town Meeting poll to one page and are focusing on how voters 358 

receive Town information and how they’d like to receive it.  Also there will be a question asking if the 359 

current Town Meeting day and time works, or should they consider moving it. 360 

 361 

18.  Approval of Check Warrant 362 
 363 

Asermily said she had reviewed the checks and they are in order.  The total expenditures were 364 

$370,443.66, and she noted that there was a large expense for salt.  She had checked with Jackie 365 

Sullivan to see how that line item was looking, and she believes we’ll be okay.  The Accounts Payable 366 

total was $267,690.09. 367 

 368 
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Asermily moved to accept the check warrant, and Seeley seconded the motion.   The motion carried with 369 

6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 370 

 371 

19. Town Manager’s Report 372 
 373 

19.a.  DIDC Member Resignation 374 

 375 

Ramsay reported that Downtown Improvement District Commission member Nicholas Perzanoski has 376 

resigned and the Board will be appointing a new member during their regular appointment period in 377 

April. 378 

 379 

19.b.  February 13, 2017 Tree Warden Public Hearing 380 

 381 

Ramsay reported on the public hearing held by Tree Warden Chris Zeoli to consider removal of trees 382 

from a portion of the Town’s right-of-way on Forest Ridge Drive as part of a VTrans project to make 383 

safety-related improvements at Middlebury Airport.  She said there would be more on this at the next 384 

meeting. 385 

 386 

19.c. Resident Comment Regarding Airbnb Taxation 387 

 388 

Ramsay said a resident property owner Airbnb host called to express concern about triple taxation: he 389 

pays property taxes, income taxes and local option taxes on his Airbnb rental.  He suggested that those 390 

property owners making a nominal amount from Airbnb be exempted from the local option tax.  She 391 

told him she would relay this concern to the Board. 392 

 393 

19.d. 394 

 395 

Ramsay said she would be away for a few days at the end of the week, so requested the Board appoint 396 

Assistant Town Manager Chris English as Acting Town Manager.   Donahue made the motion to 397 

appoint Assistant Town Manager Chris English as Acting Town Manager from February 16-19, 2017.  398 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 399 

 400 

20.  Board Member Concerns 401 

 402 
Asermily wanted to thank the highway crew for the excellent job they’d done in the recent storms.  She 403 

said people had remarked on how clear the sidewalks have been and how much that’s appreciated.  She 404 

said she had noticed a lot of piled up snow and wasn’t sure what was planned to clean this up, especially 405 

on Cross Street Bridge and Merchant’s Row. 406 

 407 

Nuovo noted that he had read where the Town had won an award from Efficiency Vermont for the Town 408 

Offices. Ramsay said she had more information on this and it would be in the next packet. 409 

 410 

Seeley had no concerns. 411 

 412 

Donahue wanted to note that following the death of Fletcher “Buster” Brush at the Memorial Sports 413 

Center in 2008, the American Legion donated an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) to the 414 
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Memorial Sports Center.  This past January, a grandparent of a MAHA hockey player suffered a cardiac 415 

event at a game.  Another spectator applied CPR, the ambulance was called, and the AED device was 416 

used to shock the patient back.  He was later transferred to UVM Medical Center and survived.  417 

Donahue said thanks to the generous donation of the American Legion, this person survived.    Ramsay 418 

said there had been plans to purchase an AED for this the Town Offices, and these plans were speeded 419 

up after this event.  We now have the AED and it will be installed soon. 420 

 421 

Donahue also told the Board that the final draft of the Town Personnel Policy is in their packets for their 422 

review.  Donahue requested they send any questions or comments to her by February 23rd so they can be 423 

addressed at the meeting on the 27th. 424 

 425 

Shashok said she had seen a bi-partisan group has urged Trump to include rural broadband in his 426 

infrastructure plan, and one of those in the group was Vermont Representative Peter Welch.  Shashok 427 

said if the Board was okay with it, she’d like Ramsay to contact Welch’s office to see what could be 428 

done to support this effort, and maybe do a letter of support. 429 

 430 

Carpenter had no concerns. 431 

 432 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 433 

 434 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 27, 2017 in 435 

the Town Offices at 77 Main Street. 436 

 437 

Respectfully submitted, 438 

Beth Dow 439 

 440 

 441 
 442 

 443 
 444 

 445 


